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Government was entirely denied, and representations Chapter
from provincial governments need not be forwarded to    ___I
London unless it pleases the Dominion.
But, while the Lieutenant-Governor and the legis-
lature are thus in a sense placed under Dominion con-
trol, the courts soon dispelled the idea that the pro-
vinces were mere local government instrumentalities.
The Dominion sought to deny the power of the legisla-
tures to empower the Lieutenant-Governors to create
Queen's Counsel and award them precedence in the
courts; it denied that they could provide for alteration
of the seals of the province; they denied that they could
authorise the remission by the Lieutenant-Governors
of fines and imprisonment imposed for breach of pro-
vincial legislation. On all these points the courts held
them wrong. Again on the same view that the pre-
rogative was not (unless by special enactment of the
British North America Act) applicable to the provinces,
the Dominion claimed that escheats of land passed to
it, but the Privy Council in Attorney-General for Ontario
v. Mercer1 negated that view, and in Maritime Bank
of Canada v. Receiver-General of New Brunswick* it
> asserted that the priority of the Crown in bankruptcy
applied to the province. In the same way the Privy
Council has established the most important doctrine
that the land in each province is so vested in the King
that, if Indian tribes are induced by the Dominion
Government, which has charge over them, to surrender
their claims in return for annuities, the land vests in
the province, not the Dominion, and the annuities can-
not be recovered by the Dominion, unless, of course,
the Dominion has had the good sense to secure an
1 (1883), 8 App. Gas. 767.                2 [1892] A.C. 437.